
INDEX TO ANNOTATIONS TO RULES OF THE 
HOUSE. 

A. 
ADJOURNMENT. S e c t i o n . 

Motion for 1117 
Business must intervene between motions to adjourn.. .1118, 1119 
Motion to recess not considered "business" 1120 
Speaking held to be "business" T. . 1121 

AMENDMENTS, GENERALLY. 

No law shall be amended in either bouse to change original 
purposes 1122 

Committee amendments to have precedence if called up 1122 
Two-thirds vote necessary to amend bill on third reading 1122 
Order of amendments and substitute for amendments 1122 
Motion to strike out and insert new matter regarded as sub-

stitute 1122 
Caption can only be amended, when. / 1122 
N o amendment or substitute on subject different from that 

under consideration can be admitted 1122 
Motion to strike out enacting clause has precedence over 

motion to amend 1122 
Substitute for amendment to an amendment may be offered. .1122 
Congressional precedents on amendments generally 1123 
Admissibility of amendment judged from provisions of t e x t . . .1123 
To strike out certain words in paragraph can not be amended 

by adding other words 1124 
Amendment must be germane to subject 1125 
Motions to postpone, refer, amend, recess or adjourn may be 

amended . . ,1126 
A proposed amendment can be agreed to only by House 1127 
Proposition to perfect paragraph has preference over motion 

to insert or strike out 1128 
Not in order to offer more than one motion to amend at a 

t i m e 1 1 2 9 
Amendment must be germane to particular paragraph or sec-

# tion to which it is offered 1130 
Amendment carrying additional section should be germane to 

portion of bill where offered 1131 
Amendment germane to bill as a whole but not to any par-

ticular section, may be offered 1132 
Original proposition and proposed amendment can be perfected 

by amendments before vote on substitute 1133 
Amendment as substitute may be proposed before amendments 

to original test have been acted on, but not voted on until . . 1134 
Amendment as substitute properly offered after reading for 

amendments is concluded, when 1135 
Motion to strike out certain words being disagreed to, in order 

to strike out a portion 1136 
Motion to strike out certain words of a bill can not be offered 

as substitute for motion to insert words 1137 
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AMENDMENTS, GENERALLY—Continued. Sect ion. 
Amendment as substitute for pending amendment not admis-

sible in considering amendment to a substitute. 1138 
When portion of proposed amendment is out of order, all must 

be ruled out 1139 
Motion to strike out paragraph pending, it fal ls when, para-

graph is perfected by amendment as substitute 1140 
Proposal to amend by inserting paragraph should be perfected 

by amendment before question is put on inserting 1141 
Proposal to strike out paragraph should be perfected by 

amendment before question is put on striking out, but 1142 
Negative vote on motion to strike out and insert does not 

prevent other similar motions being offered 1143 
Words inserted by amendment may not be afterwards changed, 

except 1144 
In order to insert as amendment a paragraph similar or iden-

tical to one already stricken out by amendment 1145 
After vote to insert new section in bill that section can not 

be perfected by amendment 1146 
N o t in order to amend an amendment that has been agreed 

to, but 1147 
Not in order to strike oilt portion of amendment once agreed 

to, but words may be added 1148 
Motion to strike out and insert may not be divided for the 

vote 1149 

Legislative Precedents. 

^ A n amendment may be similar to one lost, yet so different that 
it is in order 1150, 1151 

Is an amendment covering the same matter embodied in an 
amendment previously tabled in order . .1152 

Held that the author of a bill could accept amendments with-
out vote of the House 1153 

Amendments recommended by committee has precedence over 
amendments not recommended by committee 1154 

Can an amendment be considered when it covers matters pre-
viously passed upon 1155 

Can e x i s t i n g l a w be changed in an appropr ia t ion bi l l 1156 
An amendment lost on a second reading of a bill is in order 

on a third reading .1157 
Because the House has adopted an amendment is no reason 

why it should not consider another one embodying the same 
matter 1158-1159 

An amendment is not in order if one of the same subject mat-
ter has just been tabled 1160 

After being rejected for one department of appropriation bill, 
a similar amendment for another department can be con-
sidered 1161 

Amendment can be considered though it contains subject mat-
ter embodied in a previously rejected amendment which was 
practically a new bill 1162, 1163 

Amendments can be considered when Journal shows bill to 
have been read second time 1164 
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AMENDMENTS, GENERALLY—Continued. ' Sect ion . 
Because an amendment was ruled out of order at a certain 

stage of the proceedings is no reason why it might not be 
in order at another time 1165 

Though an amendment should be voted down, it would be in 
order on a subsequent reading of the bill 1166 

Not in -order to amend bill repealing a statute so as to re-
enact the identical statute 1167 

Purposes of an amendment can not be changed by an amend-
ment 1168 

General bill cannot be changed into local bill by amendment . .1169 

AMENDMENTS, GERMANE. 
Scope of germaneness narrowed by Rules of House and Con-

stitution 1170 
Congressional precedents on germane amendments 1171 
Whether or not amendment is germane should be judged from 

provisions of its text rather than from purposes which 
circumstances may suggest 1171 

Rule that amendments shall be germane applies to amend-
ments reported by committees 1172 

An amendment striking out words in a bill is germane 1173 
To a bill admitting several territories into the Union, an 

amendment adding another territory is germane 1174 
To a resolution embodying two distinct phases of international 

relationship an amendment embodying a third held to be 
germane 1175 

To a bill providing for constructing a building in each of two 
cities, an amendment providing for similar buildings in 
several other cities held to be germane 1176 

To a bill relating to salaries and expenses of judges, an amend-
ment forbidding them to receive passes, franks, etc., held to 
be germane 1177 

To a bill relating to Federal elections and functions of the 
Federal courts therein, an amendment establishing a system 

of jury commissioners, in such courts, held to be germane.. . .1173 
To a bill providing for reorganization of the army a new sec-

tion prescribing a system of competition in marksmanship 
a m o n g soldiers held t o be germane as a n amendment 1179 

To a bill relating to salaries of Federal judges and those of 
District of Columbia, an amendment affecting the salaries of 
Porto puerto Rican judges held to be germane 1 ISO 

To a bill relating to control of several distinct public places 
in Washington, an amendment providing for removal of 
fence around Botanical Garden, in same city, held germane. 1181 

To a proposition to create a board of inquiry an amendment 
specifying when board should report, was held to be ger-
mane 1182 

To a bill providing generally for a union station in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, an amendment levying a special tax in the 
District to defray cost of the station, was held to be ger-
mane 1183 

To a bill establishing a new department, creating offices and 
fixing salaries, an amendment changing the salary of an 
officer in department was held to be germane 1184 
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To a proposition to recoin full legal tender silver dollars into 

subsidiary coin, an amendment making the latter full legal 
tender, was held to be germane 1185 

An amendment on subject of renovated butter was held to be 
germane to bill relating to "oleomargarine and other imi-
tation dairy products 1186 

To a resolution rescinding an order for final adjournment, an 
amendment assigning a new date was held to be germane. . .1187 

To a bill referring generally to the affairs of a gas company, 
an amendment introducing subject of price of gas held to be 
germane 1188 

Legislative Precedents. 

Substitute making express provisions held germane over 
amendment with implied provisions on same subject 1189 

Committees have sole right of regulating their procedure . . . . 1100 
Amendment providing for organization of exchanges to deal 

in mining, oil and cattle companies not germane to statute 
governing formation of private corporations to organize fruit 
and vegetable companies 1191 

An amendment to an amendment carrying same purpose in 
more extended form, held germane 1192: 

Amendment changing a bill prohibiting manufacture or sale 
of adulterated cigarettes so as to prohibit sale of any manu-
factured cigarettes, whether adulterated or not, held ger-
mane 1193 

Including members of Legislature in resolution effecting heads 
of State departments, germane 1194 

Exempting farmers and stockmen, when shippers, from pro-
visions of bill prohibiting the granting of free passes 1195 

Substitute for resolution held germane when chief justice is 
not changed, though enlarged 1196 

To a bill regulating control of dependent and neglected chil-
dren, an amendment, the effect of which was to keep chil-
dren from within 200 feet of race track, held germane 1197 

To bill authorizing city councils to regulate charges of water, 
light and gas companies, amendment amplifying reports 
from such companies, was held germane 1198 

An amendment requiring the T. & N. O. Railroad to cancel 
stocks, bonds and other liabilities, before its consolidation 
bill could take effect, held germane 1199 

Substitute prohibiting any person from paying poll tax for 
another, or acting as agent for another in paying poll taxes, 
held germane to amendment prohibiting payment of poll 
taxes by person actively espousing cause of candidate for 
office 1200 

An amendment making appropriation for purpose of carrying 
out purposes of an act, held, germane 1201 

To bill making appropriation for deficiency and to make addi-
tional appropriations, an amendment making an appropri-
ation, held germane 1202 

Amendment providing that House can permit interested par-
ties to examine original public papers and documents of 
State officials, in possession of House, held germane 1203 
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AMENDMENTS, GERMANE—Continued. Sect ion. 
To resolution inviting Senator Bailey to appear before House 

and make any statement desired with reference to certain 
documents in hands of Attorney General, amendment that 
Senator Bailey ask House to make investigation of his con-
duct while Representative and Senator, held germane 1204 

To amend the general election laws by providing that no plat-
form demand requiring Legislature to pass any law on any 
subject should be incorporated in any party platform unless 
first submitted to primary vote and adopted by such party, 
held germane 1205 

An amendment to appropriation bill making appropriation for 
two experimental stations not then established, held ger-
mane 1206 

An amendment to gross receipts tax bill appointing Commis-
sioner of Insurance agent for life insurance companies for 
purpose of accepting service in suits, germane to bill 1207 

Amendments to correct the verbiage or to perfect the bill are 
germane and should be considered 1208 

To bill creating new county, an amendment materially chang-
ing boundary lines, held germane .1209 

To hill making it discretionary with district or county judges 
to dispense with or employ county auditors, amendment that 
commissioners court can order elections to determine if 
county shall have auditor or abolish office, held germane. . . .1210 

To a bill compelling insurance companies to invest certain part 
of their reserve fund in State, an amendment regulating 
payment of gross receipt taxes by such companies, held ger-
mane 1211 

An amendment to bill compelling life insurance companies to 
invest in this State a certain part of their reserve fund, 
which does not change purposes of bill, held to be germane. .1212 

An amendment to text-book bill, requiring the books, under 
conditions, to be printed in Texas, held germane 1213 

An amendment adding certain other persons to bill exempting 
a number of persons and classes from the operation of anti-
pass law, held germane 1214 

An amendment prescribing qualifications of delegates to a 
charter convention is germane to an amendment providing 
for such convention \ . . . 1215 

Held that an amendment authorizing Attorney General to 
charge a fee for opinions given to private persons was ger-
mane to an amendment relating to appropriations to support 
Attorney General's Department 1216 

AMENDMENTS NOT GERMANE. 

Congressional Precedents. 

An amendment which would have changed a resolution of in-
quiry to one of instruction, not germane 1217 

To a bill amending an existing law as to one specific particu-
lar, an amendment relating to terms of the law rather than 
to those of bill, held not germane 1218 

Not in order to amend a pending privileged proposition by 
adding a matter not privileged and not germane to original 
proposition 1219 
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AMENDMENTS, NOT GERM AX B—Continued. Sect ion. 
To a bill relating to corporations carrying passengers over 

streets of Washington for hire, an amendment regulating 
flize of tires on all vehicles passing over streets, held not 
germane 1220 

To a provision requiring two street Railway companies to issue 
free transfers each over the other's lines, an amendment re-
quiring the two companies to issue universal transfers over 
all intersecting lines, was held not germane 1221 

Amendment relating to transfers and accommodations for pas-
sengers not germane to bill requiring street railway corpora-
tions to make annual reports 1222 

Amendments authorizing issue of bonds and giving notes'for 
deposits of silver not germane to bill relating to coinage of 
silver, and 1223 

Amendment providing for purchase of railroad by government 
not germane to bill granting right of way to railroad 1224 

Amendment providing for division of judge's district into two 
districts not germane to bill relating to salary and resigna-
tion of judge 1225 

To a bill providing for holding courts in certain existing dis-
tricts, amendment providing for creation of new district 
not germane 1226 

To a proposition to investigate certain members in relation to 
a department of the government, an amendment to investi-
gate department itself not germane 1227 

To a paragraph prohibiting sal« of firearms and liquors to 
natives of Alaska, an amendment to license sale of liquor in 
that Territory held not germane 1228 

To a proposition to investigate cost of armor plate, an amend-
ment fixing terms of purchase thereof, not germane 1229 

Bil l providing for relief of one individual can. not be amended 
to provide relief for another individual 1230 

To a provision for additional judge in one territory, an amend-
ment providing for additional judge in another territory 
not germane 1231 

To bill providing for extermination of cotton boll weevil, an 
amendment including gispy moth, not germane 1232 

To paragraph appropriating clerk for one committee, an 
a m e n d m e n t prov id ing clerk for another committee not ger-
mane 1233 

A resolution from Committee on Rules providing for consider-
ation of bill relating to certain subject may not be amended 
by amendment to consider another bill and not germane 
subject 1234 

To a bill relating to commerce between the States, an amend-
ment relating to commerce -within the several States, not 
germane 1235 

Amendment relating to all corporations not germane to bill 
relating to corporations engaged in interstate commerce.. . . 123G 

T o a bill for benefit of single individual or corporation, an 
amendment embodying general provisions relating to class 
represented by the individual, not germane 123" 
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AMENDMENTS, NOT GERMANE—Continued. Section. 
To a bill establishing a standard of time for District of Colum-

bia, an amendment distributing benefits over nation, not 
germane ! 1238 

Amendment providing for employment of specified individual 
not germane to resolution authorizing a class of employes 
in service of House 1239 

To a bill authorizing court of claims to adjudicate a claim, 
an amendment to pay claim outright, not germane 1240 

To a proposition to pay a claim, an amendment to send the 
claim to court of claims, not germane 1241 

A revenue amendment is not germane to an appropriation bill. 1242 
Amendment commending tariff revision not germane to propo-

sition giving committee power to investigate tariff subjects. 1243 
An amendment relating to duties on wools and woolens and 

worsted cloths not germane to bill relating to classification 
for custom purposes of worsted goods and woolens 1244 

An amendment relating to tariff between United States and all 
other countries not germane to bill relating to tariff between 
United States and Philippine Islands 1245 

To proposition relating to sale of internal revenue stamps in 
Porto Rico, amendment to post l i s t of persons paying special 
taxes in United States not germane 1246 

A n amendment declaratory as to future sovereignty over Phil-
ippine Islands not germane to bill relating to tariff between 
United States and Philippine Islands 1247 

A n amendment relating to tariff duties not germane to bill 
for regulation of corporations engaged in interstate com-
merce 1248 

A n amendment to repeal duty an coal not germane to proposal 
to pay for investigation of coal miners' strike 1249 

To a bill granting land to a railroad, an amendment allowing 
importation of railroad iron free of duty, not germane 1250 

An amendment to extend all laws of United States over 
Hawaiian Islands not germane to proposition to extend cus-
toms and internal revenue laws over same islands 1251 

To a bill with purpose to prevent adulteration of a certain 
food product, an amendment relating to interstate commerce 
in adu l t era ted food products and drugs , not g e r m a n e 1252 

A proposition for annexation of Cuba not germane to bill pro-
viding for reciprocal trade relations with that country 1253 

An amendment relating to duties on articles handled by trusts 
not germane to bill to protect trade and commerce against 
trusts 1254 

An amendment prohibiting aliens from coming into United 
States temporarily to work, not germane to bill to regulate 

. immigration of aliens 1255 
To a resolution requesting information as to amount of money 

in Treasury of United States, an amendment calling for 
number of distilleries, not germane 1256 

A substitute amendment providing only for establishment of 
land offices not germane to bill providing for organization 
of a territorial government 1257 

'To a bill relating to sale of public lands, an amendment pro-
posing to give such lands to settlers, held not germane. . . .1258 
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AMENDMENTS, NOT GERMANE—Continued. Section. 

To a bill relating to sale of public lands, an amendment limit-
ing alien ownership of lands other than public, not germane. 1259 

An amendment changing the commutation law as to home-
steads generally, not germane to bill to enlarge the size of 
homesteads in a certain State 1260-

To a bill transferring care of forest reserves to another de-
partment, an amendment modifying civil service rules as to 
officials in reserves, held not germane 1261 

Distribution of seed grain to a class of destitute farmers not 
germane to regular congressional seed distribution plan, . . .1262 

An amendment proposing election of United States Senators 
by the people not germane to proposition relating to terms 
of Representatives and Senators 1263 

To a bill providing for issue of Treasury notes, an amendment 
providing for redemption of such notes by suspending dis-
tribution of proceeds of public land sales, not germane 1264 

To a provision for erection of a building for a mint, an 
amendment to the coinage laws held not germane 1265 

To a bill regulating sale and speculation in certain farm 
products, an amendment providing for free coinage of silver. 
not germane 12G6 

An amendment providing for entering mail matter of certain 
class not germane to provision requiring a record and report 
of certain class of mail matter 1267 

A proposition declaring state of war in Cuba not germane to 
proposal for relief of destitute citizens of United States 
in Cuba 126ft 

An amendment providing for printing maps of Cuba not ger-
mane to resolution to print a document relating to colonial 
systems of the world 1269 

An amendment classifying the work of certain clerks not ger-
mane to proposition relating to transfers of clerks from 
one department to another 1270 

To a proposition to give extra month's pay to officers and em-
ployes of House, an amendment to include clerks of the 
members not germane : . . . . 1271 

To a bill relating to laying of conduits for telephone wires, an 
amendment relating to regulating rates for service, not ger-
mane 1272 

Legislative Precedents on Amendments, not Germane. 

Resolution providing for printing 1200 copies of House Jour-
nal, eight to be given each member daily, amendment to 
give twenty-five copies to each member without changing 
total number printed, held not germane 1273 

An amendment to law providing a penalty for failure of bank 
officials to furnish tax assessors certain statements, and bill 
under consideration only seeks to provide penalty for same 
thing, a substitute to regulate manner and mode of render-
ing property for taxation, was held not germane by vote 
of House 1274 

Parts of bills which have been stricken out by amendments 
can not be reinserted by amendment 1275 
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AMENDMENTS, NOT GERMANE—Continued. Sect ion. 
To a bill providing made by which horses, mules, cattle, etc., 

may be prevented from running at large, an amendment pro-
viding for erection of fences and gates, held not germane. . .1276 

A substitute to adopt all of appropriation bill to certain point 
was held not germane to amendment reducing single item 
in particular department 1277 

An amendment to general appropriation bill providing pay 
that should be cared for in general deficiency bill, held not 
germane * 1278 

Amendment to appropriation bill providing for purchase of 
portrait of a particular person can not be substituted by 
matter naming another person .1279 

To hill creating State industrial school, an amendment to 
"provide courses of study in the industrial arts especially 
for gir ls / ' held not germane .1280 

Bill to receive one city or county by return of taxes or other-
wise, can not be amended so as to relieve another city or 
county 1281 

Resolution inviting one person to address the House can not 
be amended to include any other persons in the invitation, .1282 

To bill authorizing purchase and operation of one railroad by 
another, an amendment prohibiting giving of certain free 
passes by railroad company held not germane to amendment 
that railroad company agree to rules and requirements of 
Railroad Commission 1283 

An amendment withdrawing from sale all State lands not ger-
mane to bill providing for survey of same 1284 

To a bill relating to local option law, an amendment providing 
for manner of ordering and holding elections in prescribed 
limits, held not germane to amendment regulating handling 
of alcoholic stimulants by druggists 1285 

To a bill relating to local option law, an amendment provid-
ing that incorporated cities of certain class, in counties 
where prohibition has carried, may hold local option elec-
tions, held not germane to purposes of bill by vote of the 
House 1286 

To resolution providing for discharge of all employes of House 
in R e g u l a r Session, an amendment that all employes be re-
tained at same wages for Special Session, held not germane. 1287 

A substitute providing for detection and prosecution of default-
ing State officials, held not germane to amendment to appro-
priation bill striking out appropriation for support of peni-
tentiary system 1288 

Resolution providing for the election of a certain person to an 
office can not be amended so as to elect a different person. . .1289 

To bill relating to franchise tax of insurance corporations, 
amendment requiring reports to city officers, not germane. 1289a 

To a bill relating to carrying arms, so as to include knife with 
long blade and providing penalty, an amendment exempting 
officers and certain other persons from provisions, held not 
germane . . 1290 
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.AMENDMENTS, NOT GERMANE—Continued. Sectic 
A bill exempting from control of husband separate property of 

the wife can not be amended by matter providing that wife 
may contract or be contracted with, etc., without being 
joined by husband 12i 

An amendment in substance being a substitute bill, injecting 
new matter and changing purpose of original bill, not ger-
mane 121 

To a bill authorizing sale of one railroad under certain restric-
tions, an amendment affecting other railroads held not ger-
mane 12[ 

Amendment providing for a daily session of the House at 0 
a. m., instead of 10 o'clock, not germane to a motion to 6et 
apart Tuesday and Wednesday mornings foT the considera-
tion of House bills on third reading 129 

Amendment prohibiting legislators from accepting railroad 
passes, rebates, etc., is not germane to an amendment pro-
hibiting members from drawing mileage if they used passes, 123 

An amendment fixing the salary of the Governor not germane 
to a joint resolution fixing -the salary of the members of 
the Legislature 129 

An amendment seeking to prohibit the levy of an occupation 
tax on merchants, etc., not germane to House joint resolu-
tion relating to the exemption of the property of schools and , < 
colleges from taxation 129 

An amendment authorizing the holders of a claim to bring suit 
against the State, not germane to a general deficiency appro-
priation bill 129 

"Declaring that i-t was not the purpose of the House to pass on 
certain charges against a United States Senator, was not 
germane to a resolution providing for the appointment of a 
committee to ascertain the author or authors of an alleged 
libelous newspaper article relating to the election of said 
Senator 129 

.Relating to loans and the security therefor, not germane to a • 
general banking law in reference to the reserved funds of 
banks 130 

.Seeking to tax only the equity a man has in real estate, and 
providing that the debts against real estate should be ren-
dered by the owner of the lien is not germane to a bill to 
prohibi t f rauds u p o n the public revenues 130 

.Prescribing the procedure in reference to the summoning of 
special veniremen, not germane to a bill providing for the 
pay of special veniremen 130: 

To bill providing for connections between two telephone sys-
tems in cities, an amendment to fix long distance rates, 
not germane 1302; 

To submit the question of compulsory attendance upon the pub-
lic schools to a vote of the people is held not germane to a 
bill providing for compulsory attendance upon said schools. .130; 

.Held not germane to offer as an amendment a bill to estab-
lishing a new civil court in Bexar county an entirely new 
bill providing for a court with both civil and criminal 
jurisdiction 130' 
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AMENDMENTS, NOT GERMANE—Continued. Sections-
providing for the use of the Pari-Mutuel machine in wagering 

on horse racing was not germane to a bill prohibiting the 
buying and selling of pools, betting on horse racing, e t c . . . . 1305-

Example of an amendment not germane 1306 
Prohibiting minors from accepting intoxicating liquors held 

not germane to a bill preventing the giving of intoxicating 
liquors to any person not twenty-one years of age without 
the consent of the parent 1307 

Instance where the subject-matter of an amendment was not 
germane to a pending amendment 1308 

Proposing a voluntary system of bank guaranty not germane 
to a bill providing for a mandatory system. 1309" 

To exempt farmers from a bill, the purpose of Which was to 
procure the best men for jury service, held not germane. . . .1310* 

Requiring ±he Legislature to work six days and prohibiting 
any member from being excused to practice law, not germane 
to an amendment to the rules providing that it should not be 
in order for the Speaker to "entertain a* motion that the 
House accept an invitation to visit any place 1311 

Prohibiting railroad companies from accepting defectively 
baled cotton not germane to a hill prohibiting compresses 
from improperly baling cotton 1312" 

The object and purposes of a bill can not be changed by an 
amendment 1312~ 

It was not germane to offer as an amendment a proposition 
for the purpose of facil itating the collection of damage 
claims to a bill, the object of which was to prohibit the 
barratrous practice of law 1313 

A substitute for an amendment which proposes to amend a 
different part of a bill from that of tlvs amendment, is not 
germane to the amendment 1314 

Held not germane to amend a bill the object of which was to 
positively establish a factory, so as to leave it optional with 
certain persons as to whether or not the factory would be 
established 1315-

It is not germane to amend a bill repealing a certain law by 
in ser t ing the ident ica l l a w s o u g h t to be repealed 1316 

An item belonging to a general appropriation bill can not be 
placed by amendment in a bill making appropriations for 
deficiencies in appropriations heretofore made .1317 

An amendment changing original purposes of a bill not ger-
mane 1318-

AMENDMENTS, IN ORDER. 

The friends of a bill have the right to perfect it before a vote 
is taken on a substitute 1319 

An amending "striking out" always in order 1320 

AMENDMENTS, NOT IN ORDER. 
If any amendment is lost or tabled, another one of the same 

import is not in order on the same reading or stage of the 
bill . 1321 

An amendment is not in order if a former amendment contain-
ing the same matter has been tabled 1322 
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AMENDMENTS, NOT IN ORDEB—Continued. Section. 
An amendment to strike out matter previously inserted in a 

bill is not in order unless- reconsideration is ordered 1323 
Proposing that the Speaker appoint and pay all the boys who 

wanted to serve as pages, whether their services were ren-
dered or not, not germane to a resolution authorizing the 
appointment of five additional pages 1324 

If the amendment is the same as one just tabled or defeated, 
it will not be in order 1325 

House decides that an amendment providing that a bill shall 
not go into effect until approved by the voters is unconstitu-
tional and should not be considered 1326 

An amendment having been defeated, another containing the 
identical subject-matter is not in order at the same stage 
or reading of a bill - 1327 

APPROPRIATIONS, RULE 2 1 . 
The clear intent and purpose of the rules of the House is that 

no appropriation shall be made except by hill, and that all 
bills carrying appropriations shall be considered in the Com-
mittee of the Whole House, yet those two provisions have 
been disregarded in numerous instances 1328 

Miscellaneous items may appear in the general appropriation 
bill 1329 

Can be made by means of a resolution 1330 
House may by amendment attach conditions to an appropria-

tion 1331' 
An amendment requiring the Attorney General to charge cer-

tain parties other than officers for opinions rendered by his 
department was held germane to an amendment lumping 
the appropriation for that department .. .1332 

An item properly belonging to a general appropriation bill 
can not be placed by amendment in a bill making appro-
priations for deficiencies in appropriations heretofore made 
for the support of the State government 1333 

B. 
B I L L S — ( S e e RULE 1 8 ) . 

All proposed laws or changes in laws must be incorporated 
in bills 1334 

No bill (except general appropriation) shall contain more 
than one subject, which shall be expressed in title 1335 

No law revived or amended by simple reference to title, but 
shall be published at length 1336 

Shall be introduced in same order as resolutions, with same 
order of precedence 1337 

No bill can be considered or tabled without first being re-
ferred to committee 1338 

No bill shall be passed which has not been reported from 
committee at least three days before final adjournment 
of Legislature 1338 

No vote shall be taken on bill, except to correct error, in 
twenty-four hours next preceding final adjournment of 
Legislature 1336 



IKDEX. 7 2 7 

BILLS—Continued. Section. 
In Congress. 

When subject of a pending bill has already been acted on in 
another form, is a matter for consideration of House and 
can not be ruled out by Speaker 1339 

Joint resolution is a bill within the meaning of the ru les . . .1340 
House bill relating to revenue, with-Senate amendment re-

lating to coinage, referred to committee having original 
original jurisdiction of bill 1341 

N o bill, petition, memorial or resolution referred to com-
mittee can be brought back to House on motion to recon-
sider 1342 

Bills, resolutions, petitions or memorials reported from com-
mittee shall be accompanied by reports in writing which 
shall be printed 1343 

A question as to whether or not the rule forbidding bill to 
be brought back from committee on motion to reconsider 
applies in case where House, after considering bill, com-
mits it 1344 

.Motion to change reference of public bills not open to debate 
or subject to amendment 1345 

•Committees can not change title or subject of bills com-
mitted, and must report on separate paper amendments 
they recommend 1346 

Amendments are offered in House to any part of bill after 
second reading 1347 

.New bill may be engrafted as an amendment on the words, 
"Be i t enacted" 1348 

Principle of germaneness relates to proposal to modify some 
pending bill, and not to a portion of bill 1349 

Additional section should be germane to portion of bill 
where offered 1350 

Separate vote on various propositions of a bill may not be 
demanded on engrossment and third reading 1351 

•Question on engrossment and third reading of bill being 
decided negatively, bill is rejected 1352 

.Similar but not identical bill held in order, after bill is 
rejected by House 1353 

Refusal of House to consider bill does not amount to rejec-
tion, and it can be brought up again 1354 

After passing a bill the House may pass another on same 
subject, not identical 1355 

.House having been misled as to nature of bill i t passed, a 
report on the subject was received as privileged 1356 

Senate bill having been lost in the House, resolution request-
ing of Senate a duplicate copy entertained as privileged 
matter 1357 

It is common concurrence for one House to ask of the other 
the return of a bill, to correct errors 1358 

Resolution to recall from Senate a bill alleged to have 
passed House improperly, held to be privileged 1359 

A resolution requesting return of bill sent to Senate, which 
had not in fact passed the House, was entertained as 
privileged matter 1360 
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BILLS—Continued. Section.. 
In Congress—Continued. 

A motion being made to reconsider vote on bill which has 
gone to Senate, a motion asking recall of bill is privi-
leged 1361 

Bills, adverse report 1362" 
Does not prevent the consideration of a similar bill 1362 

Bills, adverse action by Senate 1363 
Instance where House considered a bill when another bill of 

the same import was defeated in the Senate 1363 
No definite precedent, and each case must be judged on its 

merits according to facts 1363 
Bills, consideration of 1364 

Held that a bill can not be considered on third reading until 
it has been reported engrossed 1364 

Rule giving bills on third reading precedence on Tuesdays 
does not prohibit their consideration on other days 1365-

Consideration of Free Conference Committee report not in 
order after House had appointed committee to notify Sen-
ate and Governor that i ts labors had been completed and 
it was ready to adjourn 1366 

House can not take action on resolution or bill which has 
been transmitted to Senate without recalling same 136T 

Hills, constitutionality of 1368-
Often during the consideration of a measure, the constitu-

tionality of a bill has been raised, but the invariable rule 
seems to have been for the presiding officer to pass it up 
to the House * 1368 

Bills relating to the assessment of property held not to 
violate the constitutional provision requiring revenue bills 
to originate in the House 1369 

Bills, general 1370 
Granting to the city of Austin a block of land within said 

city for public free school purposes, held to be a general 
bill 1370 

Senate bill granting Collis P. Huntington the right to use 
ccrtain streets, wharves and alleys of Galveston held to be. 1371 

Bills to validate titles in Carson, Dawson and Hutchinson 
count ies he ld to be 1372 

Bills extending time for payment on school lands to citizens 
of Fort Bend, Waller and Harris counties held to be 1373 

Bills relating to Confederate Home at Austin held to be. . . .1374 
Bills relating to the sale of public lands on islands not local. 1375 
An act to amend the general game (fish) law not a local bill . 1376 
Bill to create a new county held not to be a local bill 1377 
Bil l creating a district court out of parts of two or more 

counties not local 1378 
Fee bill applying to counties of more than 80,000 not local . . 1379 
A bill to amend an act to apportion the State into congres-

sional districts not a local bill 1380 
The House may by unanimous consent consider a general 

bill on local bill day 1381 
Bills relating to judicial districts are general 1382 
Bil l reorganizing one or more judicial districts is not local. 1383 
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BILLS—Continued. Section. 
Bills, general—Continued. 

Bil l that is general can not be changed by amendment to. a 
local bill 1384 

Bills, local 1385 
Local bills can be considered only on the days designated by 

the rules 1385 
Bill to donate to the road and bridge fund of Brazoria 

county the State taxes collected from occupations and 
property in said county held to be a 1386 

A bill establishing a civil court for Bexar county held to 
be a .1387 

Bills, printing of 1388 
All general bills should be printed unless rule is regularly 

suspended on suspension days 1388 
All bills when reported favorably by a committee shall be 

printed and a copy laid on the desk of each member before 
the bill is acted on by the House 1389 

No bill can be considered unless it has been printed and laid 
upon the desks of the members, unless the House has 
specifically ordered otherwise 1390-1391 

Bills, reading of 1392 
First reading is by caption, and must be referred to proper 

committee 1392 
On second reading bill must be read in full if any member 

so demands 1393 
N o t in order to demand full reading of bill after it has 

been considered in Committee of the Whole House, and 
taken up for further action in House. 1394 

Full reading of bill may be demanded by Committee of the 
Whole House, although it has just been read in the 
House 1394 

Third reading by title unless some member demands full 
reading 1395 

Demand for full reading of engrossed copy of bill must be 
made immediately after its passage to engrossment 1396 

Bil l having been read third time by title, and the yeas and 
nays demanded, full reading of engrossed copy can not 
be hajd 1397 

Pending reading of a bill, no motion can be enterta ined. . . 1398 
No bill can be read more than once on the same day unless 

it contains the emergency clause 1399 
The point of order having been made that a bill had not 

been read the Speaker directed the Clerk to read the bill. .1400 
Bills—Recalling from Governor 1401 

Form of resolution for recalling 1401 
Signatures of Speaker and President of the Senate should 

be erased 1402 
After recalling bill it will be treated as though it had never 

been sent to the Governor, and may be re-enrolled and 
re-signed * • 1403 

When bill is recalled to correct an error a concurrent reso-
lution authorizing correction of error is in order . . 1404 

N o constitutional provision or rule of House providing for 
• recall of bill after being sent to Governor for approval . . .1405 
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BILLS—Continued. Section. 
Bills, Recalling from Governor—Continued. 

Points of order and rulings on recall of bills from Governor. 1405 
There must be good and valid reasons for withdrawing bill 

from the Governor 1406 
Bills—Recalling from Senate. 

In order to recall when motion to reconsider final passage 
is stil l pending in House 1407 

Motion must be made on day final vote was taken or next 
day before order of business is taken up 1407 

N o rule to recall simply because a majority of House so 
desires 1407 

Motion to recall can be entertained by unanimous consent. .1408 
Congressional precedents show that where bills were recalled 

from Senate motion was made by unanimous consent OT 
motion to reconsider was made 1400 

Not privileged question unless to correct a gross error '. 1410 
Bills—Rescinding Vote defeating them 1411 

Resolution to rescind vote by which enacting clause w a s 
stricken out, held out of order 1411 

A bill having been defeated, any motion to reconsider the 
vote by which i t was defeated being laid on the table, a 
motion to rescind vote by which House tabled the motion 
to reconsider, is not in order 1412 

Bil ls—Substitute. 
Original bill should be printed with substitute reported by 

committee 1413 
Committee may propose an entire substitute for a bill with-

out having the substitute reintroduced 1413-1414 
Bills—Vetoed 1415 

Two-thirds majority of members present required to pass 
bill over veto of Governor 1416 

Bill can not be amended after being vetoed 1417 
House can refer vetoed bill, with the Governor's message to 

a committee 1418 
The substance of a bill which failed to pass over Governor's 

veto can not be offered as an amendment to a subsequent 
bill 1419 

C. 
CALENDAR. 

Of legislative days 1420 
Order of business 1420 
On suspension days regular order may be suspended 1421 
Bill not on calendar until reported from committee, printed 

and distributed, unless 1422 
Bills must be considered in numerical order when taking place 

on calendar, bills on third reading taking precedence 1423 
Senate bill may be taken up on suspension days, when 1423 • 
Speaker must place bills before House in regular order, except 

on suspension days 1424 
No rule to prevent motions to suspend regular order of busi-

ness from being made immediately after prayer by Chaplain. 1425 
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CALL OF THE HOUSE. S e c t i o n . 
When a quorum fails to answer any roll call, any fifteen mem-

bers present may move call of House .1426 
In order to move call of the House at any time to maintain 

quorum for consideration of any measure 1427 
During call no member can leave House without permission of 

Speaker, and House must be locked 1428 
Absentees unexcused may be sent for and arrested by Ser-

geant-at-Arms or other officers 1429 
Members coming in voluntarily to be marked present 1430 
When call is to secure quorum no business shall be transacted 

until it is secured - . .1431 
House may await and enforce the attendance of absentees 

before proceeding with business, after quorum is found 
present 1432 

Smaller number than a quorum has constitutional right to 
remain in session and compel attendance of absent members. 1433 

Less number than quorum may take any steps necessary to 
compel the attendance of absentees 1433 

Leave of absence may be revoked and absent members excused. 1434 
Sergeant-at-Arms should be provided with warrant of arrest 

for absent members 1435 
Members serving on committee and under leave of House not 

exempt from arrest during call of House 1436 
Majority of those present under call may by motion dispense 

with further proceedings or adjourn 1437 
During absence of a quorum the only proceedings in order will 

be to adjourn or for call session 1438 
On all motions incidental to call of House, a motion to recon-

sider will be entertained, and appeals from decisions of chair 
may be considered 1439 

Motion for recess not in order during call of the House 1440 
Less than a quorum has authority to issue warrants of arrest 

for those who, although not members of the House, prevent 
officers of the House from securing absent members 1441 

Can not force excused members to attend 1442 
To secure and maintain a quorum a call of the House is in 

order at any time 1443 
H a v e s o l e r i g h t t o r e g u l a t e t h e i r p r o c e d u r e 1 1 9 0 

COMMITTEES—APPOINTMENT OF. 

Unless otherwise ordered. Speaker appoints all committees. . . 1444 
Forty-seven committees to whom legislation is referred, pro-

for by rules 1445 
No addition can be made to committee after having been ap-

pointed except 1446 
Organization of committees 1447 
Powers of committees 1448 
Members of committees must attend all meetings 1449 

COMMITTEES—REPORTS OF. 

Reports shall be in writing,contain statement of nature of the 
measure, and 1450 

Bills, resolutions, etc., must be reported back to House in 
six days 1451 f 
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COMMITTEES, REPORTS O F — C o n t i n u e d . S e c t i o n . 

Additional time granted to make reports 1451 
Report of committee must be agreed to by committee actually 

assembled, when quorum is present 1452 
A quorum of committee can transact business, and majority 

of quorum may authorize report 1453 
Majority of committee may make report, although committee 

meeting was not regularly held 1454 
Are advisory only 1455-1457 
Adverse, does not kill a measure 1456 
Floor reports officially recognized 1458 
House can not consider bill reported from an illegal com-

mittee .1459 
Bill not properly reported to House by committee to whom it 

should have been referred, can not be considered 1460 
Bill can not be considered unless reported from a committee. .1461 
Within province of House to invite persons to address per-

manent committees of the House 1462 
A House committee is a law unto itself so far as its proced-

ure is concerned 1463 
Resolution which reflects upon a committee of the House held 

not in order 1464 

COMMITTEES IN VACATION. 

Legislature has the power and right to create a committee to 
sit between sessions of the Legislature 1465 

Precedents as to authority of these committees and right of 
Legislature to appoint them 1466-1467 

Ruling of Attorney General on authority of Legislature to 
provide for appointment of such committees 1468 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE. 

Bill having been considered in the Committee of the Whole 
House in part, it would not be in order to resume consid-
eration in the House until the final report of the Committee 
of the Whole House had been made 1469 

Held that a resolution carrying an appropriation could be con-
sidered without referring it to the Committee of the Whole. .1470 

Held not necessary for bill carrying an appropriation to be 
c o n s i d e r e d i n t h e C o m m i t t e e of t h e W h o l e H o u s e 1 4 7 1 

CONGRESSIONAL P R E C E D E N T S — ( S e e AMENDMENTS GENERALLY, 

SEC. 1 1 2 3 AND GERMANE AMENDMENTS, SEC. 1 1 7 1 ) . 

D. 
DECORUM AND DEBATE. 

Definite motion, must be stated by Speaker or read by Clerk 
before debate begins 1472 

Member desiring to speak must first obtain recognition from 
Chair, and must avoid personalities 1473 

Rules on limit of time member may speak, and when 1473 
Member having floor can not be taken off by any motion, but 

may yield to adjourn or have paper read 1473 
Member must confine himself to subject under debate 1474 
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DECORUM AND DEBATE—Continued. Sect ion. 
In discussing amendment debate must be confined to amend-

ment and not general merits of bill 1474 
Member who represents committee or has charge of bill must 

be first recognized . .1475 
Mover of proposition is entitled to prior recognition for mo-

tions and debate, where question is directly before House. . .1475 
N o t in order for member to offer debatable question of higher 

privilege than pending question to take a member off the 
floor 1475 

Prior rights on motion or measure passes to opponents, when. 1475 
Recognition for debate should alternate between those favoring 

and those opposing 1476 
N o appeal on question of recognition by Speaker 1477 
N o member entitled to floor unless he adheres to rules, and 

may be taken off floor, when 1477 
House may by resolution duly adopted fix the time for debate 

on any measure pending before tne House 1478 
Debate is not in order, pending a motion to extend the time of 

a member who has the floor 1479 
When a motion is made to table a proposition, the mover of 

the same or the member reporting i t from a committee has 
the right to close the debate 1480 

While under the previous question, the mover has the right to 
close the debate. He can not speak after the vote has been 
taken and when the Chair is about to announce the v o t e . . . .1481 

DILATORY MOTIONS. 

No express rules in House to govern—rule in Congress and 
Jefferson's Manual to govern 1482 

No dilatory motions should be entertained by Speaker 1483 
Speaker may wait for point of order from floor or may act 

on own motion 1484 
Constitutional right of member to demand yeas and nays may 

not be denied 1485 
Motion to adjourn held not to be dilatory 1486 

, Member is not entitled to the floor when his evident purpose 
is to delay the transaction of business 1487 

Y e a s and n a y s — d e m a n d for, a const i tut ional r ight a n d not 
dilatory 1488 

Full reading of bill not in order if for manifest purpose of 
delaying proceedings of the House 1489 

DIVISION OF QUESTION. 

Susceptible of division. A question must be divided when de-
manded at the proper time. But division must be called 
for before the Clerk begins to call the roll 1490 

Motion to recede from the rejection of Senate amendments to 
a bill is not divisible 1491 

E . 
EXPENSE—CONTINGENT. 

Motion to purchase portrait of a Texas pioneer and pay for 
same out of contingent expense fund held in order 1492 
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ELECTION OF UNITED STATES SENATORS. S e c t i o n . 

House and Senate having agreed upon an hour for the election 
of a United States Senator, all else must give way at that 
hour 1493 

ELEVATOR. 

Has the House jurisdiction over the elevator 1494 

EMPLOYES. 

Resolution to employ stenographers, etc., on January 21, hav-
ing been voted down, held that a resolution offered at a later 
date for the same purpose was entirely different 1495 

Question of selecting employes for a Called Session of the Leg-
islature succeeding a Regular Session fully discussed 1496 

Resolution to increase compensation of employes not in order. .1497 
Held that a motion to grant extra compensation to an em-

ploye was in order, notwithstanding original resolution pro-
viding for the organization of the House had not been re-
scinded 1498 

EMPLOYES, "SICK PORTER." 

Has been held that the House can employ a porter to look 
after sick members 1499 

ENACTING CLAUSE. 

Motion to strike out the enacting clause takes precedence of 
all other amendments 1500 

If the enacting clause appears in the original copy of the bill 
as filed, its omission from the printed bill is immater ia l . . . .1501 

1. 
INVESTIGATION. 

Can the House investigate the conduct of a private c i t izen. . . . 1502 

J . 
JUDGES, DISTRICT. 

Leave of absence granted district judges within the power of 
the House 1503 

U 
LANDS. 

Public free school 1504 

M. 
MOTIONS. 

Mover of motion to adjourn must be present when vote is 
taken 1505 

MOTIONS, PRECEDENCE. 
Motion to postpone to certain day takes precedence over motion 

to postpone indefinitely 1506 
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MOTIONS, POSTPONEMENT. S e c t i o n . 

Motions to postpone to a day certain takes precedence over a 
motion to postpone indefinitely 1507 

0 . 
OFFICERS. 

Speaker not responsible for acts of elective 1508 

OFFICERS, EXTRA COMPENSATION. 

All officers of the House shall be elected by ballot, etc 1509 

ORDERS OF THE HOUSE. 

House can instruct a committee at any time 1510-1511 

P. 
PENDING B U S I N E S S . 

Although the House may begin the consideration of a bill out 
of its place on the calendar, it must give way to the proper 
pending business if the point of order is made 1512T 

PERSONAL INTEREST. 

Question of "personal interest" may be decided by member 
for himself 1513 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS. 

Petitions sent to members may be read for the information of 
the House 1514 

PLATFORM DEMANDS. 

Since the adoption of Rule 22, Section 2, it has been repeatedly 
held that all bills having for their purpose the carrying out 
of some platform (Democratic) demand should have right 
of way over all other measures except the class of bills 
especially excepted by the rules 1515, 1516, 1517, 1518" 

Bank guaranty bill pending 1518 

POINTS OF ORDER. 

A point of order is always in order 1519' 
H a v i n g fixed a n h o u r t o h e a r a p u b l i c a d d r e s s a n d t h e o r a t o r 

having accepted, i t was not in order to designate some other 
order of business for that hour 1520? 

POSTPONEMENT. 

Motion to postpone takes precedence over certain other 
motions 1521 

PREVIOUS QUESTION. 
Called for when it is decided to close debate and bring pend-

ing business to direct vote 1522 
Must be seconded by twenty-five members and ordered by 

majority vote 1522 
All pending allowable motions are subject to previous question. 1522. 
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PREVIOUS QUESTION—Continued. Sect ion. 
Member entitled to floor when previous question has been 

ordered 1522 
Motion for adjournment not in order except 1522 

PREVIOUS QUESTIONS—AMENDMENT. 

By consent or by agreement an amendment may be offered 
after the previous question has been ordered 1523 

The House, by passing a bill upon the previous question which 
had been seconded but which had not been ordered because 
of the failure of the Chair to put the question, ratifies the 
action of the Chair 1524 

Previous question must be confined to motions actually before 
House 1525 

Can not adjourn under the previous question 1526 
House having ordered the consideration of the appropriation 

bill by departments, the previous question could not be or-
dered on the engrossment of the bill without rescinding the 
order of completing the consideration of the bill 1527 

The fact that there has not been a free and full discussion of a 
matter does not prevent the asking of the previous question. 1528 

No motion in order while House is operating under the pre-
vious question 1529 

PUBLICATION OY NOTICE. 

Section 57, Article 3, of the Constitution, says that no local or 
special law shall be passed unless notice of the intention to 
apply therefor shall have been published in the locality, 
etc 1530, 1531, 1532, 1533 

Q-
QUESTION. 

Discussion by the Court of Criminal Appeals 1667 
Opinions and decisions on cases appealed 1667 

.QUESTIONS—ASKING. 

I t is competent for a member to ask another a question for 
information, although the member interrogated has resumed 
his seat 1668 

^QUESTION o r PRIVILEGE. 
4 member can not abuse the Speaker under a plea of personal 

privilege 1669 
The House has the right to arraign the author of a newspaper 

article reflecting unjustly on the membership 1670 
Is a member entitled to the floor under plea of personal privi-

lege when he himself uses unparliamentary language ? 1671 

'QUORUM, RULES 1 1 AND 15 . 

When a point of no quorum is made, the Clerk, under the 
direction of the Speaker, should call the roll or count the 
members 1672 

k quorum of the House is two-thirds of the total members 
elected 1673 

Can only adjourn from day to day with less than a quorum. .1674 
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QUORUM—Continued. Section. 
When there is less than a quorum present, it is in order for 

the House to take the necessary steps to compel the attend-
ance of the absent members 1675 

"No quorum" point of order fully discussed 1676 
When point of "no quorum" is made the Chair shall take such 

steps as he deems best to ascertain if there is a quorum 
present 1677 

R. 
R E CESS. 

Can not be had when a quorum is not present. 1534 
House having recessed does not displace the business of the 

day; nor does i t require the consideration of postponed or 
special orders set for the calendar day to which the House 
recessed 1535 

RECONSIDERATION. 

Member voting with prevailing side may move to reconsider. .1536 
Motion to reconsider vote on amendment must be disposed of 

when made, or is lost on final vote on main question 1536 
Motion to reconsider can not be entertained during absence of 

quorum only when 1537 
Mover of a proposition is entitled to first recognition to con-

sider, and only those voting with prevailing side may make 
motion 1538 

Where two-thirds vote is required to carry proposition, only 
those voting in negative, if proposition fails, can move to 
reconsider 1539 

Congressional practice on motions to reconsider 1540 
Motion to reconsider may be made after bill goes to Governor, 

when made within time prescribed by rules 1541 
Vote by which previous question was ordered can be recon-

sidered only one time 1542 
Motion to reconsider can not be applied to negative vote on 

adjournment, for recess, question of consideration or sus-
pension of rules 1543 

A second m o t i o n t o reconsider n o t in order un le s s na ture of 
proposition has been changed by amendments 1544 

Effect of motion to reconsider is to suspend original propo-
sition, but if affecting a bill, the bill may become law, when. 1545 

When motion to reconsider is carried the question immediately 
recurs on proposition reconsidered 1546 

Motion to reconsider is not debatable unless 1547 
If the House, while a motion to reconsider is upon the Journal, 

takes up and passes a bill, that disposes of the motion to 
reconsider - 1548, 1549 

Notice to call up a motion to reconsider must be given as 
required by the rule 1550 

The ordering of the main question can be reconsidered 1551 
When portion of proposition has been disposed of, motion to 

rescind would first have to prevail 1552 
Improper point of order and action to reconsider 1553 
Member must have voted with the prevailing side or he can not 

move reconsideration 1554 



7 3 8 TEXAS LEGISLATIVE MANUAL. 

RESCINDING. Sec t ion . 
During the last three days of the session all motions to recon-

sider must be disposed of when made 1555 
The House having fixed the number of clerks, a resolution to 

appoint five additional clerks is not in effect a reconsidera-
tion of the original resolution 1556 

The previous question will not apply to a motion to reconsider 
and table 1557 

If a bill be reconsidered and amended and passed, it can again 
be reconsidered 1558 

When a motion to reconsider is put and carried, the proposi-
tion which is reconsidered becomes the pending business. . . .1559 

The fact that when a Senate bill finally passes the House after 
having been amended by the House, and that a motion to 
reconsider vote by which bill finally passed was laid on 
table, does not prevent House from receding from amend-
ments 1560 

The author of a proposition should not be permitted to move 
a reconsideration if the motion is lost, unless the record 
shows affirmatively that he voted against the measure 1561 

To make a motion to reconsider, one must have voted with the 
prevailing side 1562 

Motion to reconsider not in order under previous quest ion . . . .1563 
Not in order to amend a motion to reconsider 1564 
Motion to reconsider must be made within time prescribed by 

rules 1565-
Only those who voted on prevailing side of a question can 

move to reconsider 1566 

REFERENDUM AMENDMENTS. 

Sometimes permitted to be considered but practice and prece-
dents are conflicting 1567, 1568 

REPRESENTATIVES—HALL OF. 
Not to be used for private purposes 1586 
House held that motion to rescind could be made by member 

voting with losing side 156& 
Motion to rescind not in order when the motion to reconsider 

the vote by which the proposition was adopted was tabled. .1570 
House never loses control over its rules 1571 
If i t i s desired to recede f r o m the adopt ion of a Free Confer-

ence Committee report, the proper motion is to "rescind" 
and not to ''reconsider" 1572 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Because a resolution or bill is similar to any other bill or reso-
lution pending, does not prevent its consideration 1573 

House can not by simple resolution rescind its acts in adopting 
a concurrent resolution 1574 

Resolutions can only be considered during the time set apart 
for their consideration 1575 

Rules may be suspended for the consideration of a resolution. .1576 
A resolution having been read once under a suspension of the 

rules, it is within the province of the House to have it read 
a second, time 1578 
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RESOLUTIONS—Continued. Section. 
A resolution may be withdrawn at the pleasure of the author. .1578 
Resolution expressing thanks for courtesies shown the mem-

bers of the House is in order regardless of the fact that 
many members did not participate in the courtesies 1579 

For good and sufficient reasons the House may criticise a for-
mer member of the House, and a resolution to that effect 
•was held to be in order 1580 

Resolution offered by unanimous consent must be read first 
time 1581 

Resolution covering the same matter as one previously voted 
down is not in order 1582 

On Senate day the consideration of no bill is in order "until 
Senate bills or Senate resolutions have been disposed of. . . . 1583 

resolution requesting the Attorney General to do certain 
things, is improper 1584 

Resolution to permit a member to select a page not in order 
after House authorizes Speaker to appoint 1585 

Resolution to permit Hall of Representatives to be used for 
private purposes not in order 1586 

House can not, by simple resolution, dispose of property (i. e., 
records, books, papers, etc.) belonging to the State 1587 

RESOLUTIONS, HALF HOUR. 
Instance where it was held that resolutions could not be taken 

from the Speaker's table except during hour set apart for 
consideration of resolutions 1588 

Resolution for a committee of the House to visit those sections 
of the State where the public school lands were located for 
the purpose of investigating the conditions of the land sit-
uation as between the actual settler and the cowman, making 
report to the House of such conditions, was held to come 
within the half hour rule 1589 

Does a resolution requiring conference committee to do certain 
things come within the half hour rule? 1590 

Resolution having gone to the Speaker's table is not subject to 
half hour rule 1591 

Resolution providing for the investigation of United States 
Senator B a i l e y comes w i th in the hal f hour rule , 1592 

Instance where i t was- held that resolutions could not be enter-
tained by unanimous consent except during the half hour. . . 1593 

Instance where a resolution seeking information for the House 
pertaining to a pending special order was held to come 
within the rule 1594 

Half hour for resolution may be extended 1595 
Held that a resolution on the Speaker's table is subject to the 

half hour rule 1596 
Resolutions affecting the perquisites of the members not exempt 

from half hour rule 1*597 
Resolution to rescind former action comes within the half 

hour rule 1598 

RESOLUTION, NOT IN ORDER. 
Containing an undue reflection on the House, not in order 1599 
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RESOLUTION, NOT IN ORDER—Continued. Sect ion. 
To appoint a committee to secure information as to the ben-

efits to be derived by the people by reason of the defeat of 
certain legislation, held not in order 1600 

RESOLUTIONS, PRIVILEGED. 
Fixing the sine die adjournment privileged 1601 
Setting apart days on which the House shall accept the invita-

tion of the Cattle Raisers' Association to be the guests of 
Fort Worth was held to be a privileged resolution 1602 

Resolution providing for temporary adjournment of Legisla-
ture is privileged 1603 

Resolution relating to a special message from the Governor 
and providing for return of same to Governor with com-
pliments of the House, held to be privileged 1604 

» 

REVENUE BILLS. 

All bills for raising revenue must originate in the House. . . . .1605 
Speaker refused to accept from Senate a revenue or taxing bill. 1605 
Bill creating a fund to pay State Highway Engineer by charg-

ing a license fee for registration of motor vehicles, is not a 
revenue measure of such character as to prevent its originat-
ing in Senate 1606 

The fact that the House has refused to suspend the regular 
order does not prevent the making of other motions to sus-
pend the regular order of business 1607 

RIGHTS OF MEMBERS. 
A resolution reflecting upon a member of the House held not 

in order 1608 

RULES, AMENDING THE. 

Held that a proposition to vote on amendments to the appro-
priation bill until disposed of, without discussion, not 
amendment to the rules 1609 

Held that a resolution to take up a bill and consider it from 
day to day until disposed of is not an amendment to the 
rules 1610 

Resolution relating to the filing of resolutions held an amend-
ment to the rules 1611 

Is an addition to the rules an amendment? 1612 
A resolution covering a subject already embraced in the rules 

or orders of the House is not in order 1613 
Resolution setting apart Friday of each week to consider rev-

enue raising bills, an amendment to the rules 1614 
Invitation to a person to address House not an amendment to 

the rules 1615 
Proposition to set apart Tuesday and Wednesday to consider 

House bills on third reading held not to be an amendment 
to the rules 1616 

Proposition to determine by drawing the names of members 
from, a hat who should secure recognition to call up bills, 

an amendment to the rules and referred . . . 1 6 1 7 
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RULES, AMENDING THE—Continued. Sec t ion . 
Resolution that House bill No. 302 be promptly taken up and 

considered during this Regular Session, held not an amend-
ment, to the rules 1618 

Amendment to the rules must be referred to the Committee 
on Rules 1619 

RULES, COMMITTEE, 

I t is within the province of the Committee on Rules to propose 
a resolution to the House for i ts consideration 1620 

A motion to suspend a rule of the House does not of necessity 
go to the Committee on Rules without debate 1621 

Rules—enforcing 1622 

R U L E S — S U S P E N S I O N OF CONSTITUTIONAL. 
Does not require four-fifths of all the members elected to the 

House to suspend constitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days 1623 

Rules having been suspended to take up a bill, it must be dis-
posed of before another bill can he taken up 1624 

R U L E S — S U S P E N S I O N OF. 

"No standing rule or order of the House shall be suspended 
except by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members 
present" 1625 

Motion to suspend the rules of the House on any day except 
suspension days not in order 1626 

S. 
SENATE B I L L D A Y . 

Only Senate bill can be considered on those dates 1627 
Senate bill have right of way on Senate bill day 1628 

SPEAKER. 

May vote, when ' 1629 
Challenge of Speaker's right to vote overruled 1630 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

A special order having been made and undisposed of precludes 
the making of another special order until that one is dis-
posed of 1631 

Must be considered from day to day and can not be disposed of. 1632 
Have right of way 1633 
Held that House bills pending on special orders can not be 

considered on Senate bill day unless all Senate bills have 
been disposed of 1634 

Can not postpone special order 1035 
Platform recommendation can be made special order 1636 

SUBSTITUTES. 

The fact that a section of a bill has been previously amended 
does not prohibit the offering and consideration of other 
amendments to the same section 1637 
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SUBSTITUTES, GERMANE. S e c t i o n . 

House held substitute for resolution fixing time for final 
adjournment germane 1638 

Substitute providing that members have right to name Jength 
of time their invitations to persons to admission in House 
shall cover, held germane to resolution authorizing issuance 
of such invitations by members 1G39 

SUBSTITUTES, NOT GERMANE. 
Substitute not germane to original resolution held out of order. 1640 
Substitute providing for adjournment for certain period of 

t ime not germane to resolution invit ing a person to address 
joint committee in Hall of Representatives 1641 

Substitute providing for convention to frame Constitution for 
Texas, not germane to joint resolution proposing certain 
amendments 1642 

Substitute indicating who shall be allowed privileges of floor 
in House not germane to resolutions providing for rail to 
separate lobby in House from members' desks 1643 

SUBJECTS FOR LEGISLATION (CALLED S E S S I O N ) . 

N o legislation on subjects other than those designated in proc-
lamation of Governor, or presented by Governor, shall be 
considered in Special Session 1644 

Proclamation of Governor and Journals of the two Houses not 
competent evidence to show invalidity of act on subject not 
embraced in proclamation 1645 

Courts will not go into investigation to determine whether 
call session of the Legislature enacted legislation not em-
braced in call of Governor J 646 

Proclamation of Governor "to reduce taxes," etc., embraced 
whole subject of taxation and authorized act levying occu-
pation tax 1647 

Governor not required to define with precision, subjects of 
legislation, but only in general way 1648 

Not necessary for Governor to suggest in detail the legislation 
desired which is for Legislature to determine 1649 

Proclamation authorizing reapportionment of judicial districts 
of entire State, by implication, construed to cover any num-
ber of such districts 1650 

Constitution does not require proclamation of Governor to 
define character or scope of legislation, but in general way 
to present subjects 1651 

Call of Governor "to enact laws amending and changing laws 
governing court procedure," authorizes act changing terms 
of district courts 1652 

Jurisdiction of Legislature in Special Session is as broad as at 
Regular Session, in absence of constitutional provision lim-
it ing same 1653 

Subjects for legislation must be presented to the Legislature 
by the Governor in writing 1654 

Courts will take cognizance of all public communications of 
Governor to the Legislature 1655 

Legislature must confine acts to subjects presented by the 
Governor for legislation 1656 
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"SUBJECTS FOB LEGISLATION—Continued. Sect ion. 
Approval by Governor of an act within scope of his call, does 

not insure vital i ty to such act 1657 
Proclamation of Governor "to enact laws simplifying pro-

cedure in civil and criminal trials, embraces act relating 
to contests in local option cases 1658 

Legislature can not investigate a t call session matters i t 
could legislate upon under the call 1650 

Investigating committee can be appointed at call session, to 
obtain information for future use, on subject not sub-
mitted by Governor 1660 

Message of Governor at Special Session asking for additional 
appropriations for enforcement of law did not include sub-
ject of irregularities at recent election so as to authorize 
an investigation on such subject 1661 

•Concurrent resolution requesting President of United States 
to open reciprocity treaty negotiations with Mexico on cer-
tain products, held in order, though not included in sub-
jects submitted by Governor to Legislature 1662 

"Bill taxing inheritance, held in order by House in anticipation 
of Governor including same in special message 1663 

Bill taxing inheritance, introduced in House prior to receipt 
of Governor's message submitting same, held in order 1664 

Bill not within call of the Governor held out of order 1665 
Concurrent resolution inviting national organization to meet 

in Houston, Texas, not legislation on subject not submitted 
at call session 1666 

V. 
VOTING. 

The rules of the House expressly provide that no member 
shall be permitted to vote in any case when he was not 
within the bar of the House when the question was put, 
etc 1678 

Speaker not required to vote except where vote would be 
decisive 1629, 1678 

Member called temporarily to Chair may vote 1678 

VOTING, VERIFICATION OF. 
There is no rule or provis ion providing for a recapi tu la t ion 

or a verification of a yea and nay vote 1679 


